Going the
distance

Life is good for
Geoff Bailey, but
only because he
has placed one
footin front of
the nextand
walkedon ... as
WILLIAM VERITY
discovers.

n
huredl’mx S0TING ".l h_s !
exhansted afler the daily walk with
his master up Jemberoo Mourtain

Asmall, miggety, smiling,
bearded manwith a quict yet
engrging manner, Bailey wis the
tan unifom - smibbies and short-
sheeved shint - of'a rumsenynan. He
camies with him the quict
sitizftion of 4 man enjoying
himself A mean with a thiving
baskiess, u loving selstionship, hard-
won seif-knowledge, plenty of
friends and still nezr the peak of

At the age of 35, Bailey 15 2 mzn
st home in his life - bt it has not
always been this way. His paths
harve not always heen smoath or
well-defined.

1 am 2 happy and satisfied
man,” he says as he dunks a lea-
bag, *“but [ have paid oy dues. "

WwalKing nas been the Mecad that
e smitched the man tngetherand 2

ion that threarens to booome the
tivicst of ohsessions.

As Bailey describes how pulling
one fool in front of another bas
transformed hns K, his eyes light
up with something close wa
spinraal zeal

““When vou are dmng thase Iong-
distance walks, your life is
compresicd w what is happening

going 1o pitch vour tent and where
you ane peing w walk te ceat day.

**This transition takes about two
woeks where it goes from being 2
Boliday o being & way of life.

““Tin thean o weeks, all this s

ﬂm-.xud:,m:thrﬂ:l:g is stnipped
e ‘ou then have o certain
hal you can’t get when

you're in everyday i here

It washes through you over
thiree e four days and it s 2
wonderfil fecling. I justa very
poad place w have your mind ™

The st nme Bailey appearcd in
the pages of the Weekender, hic had

wien - at the age nf-tD his life had
finally begun bo shift.
Tha walk - the first of a series of
1 wg-mw - was the
of 3 new dawn atte
neniewd in s e uden hic w

Talm (for a walking tour grade in
Nepel), and he was doing time in n
admin job at the University of
Wollongong where he was neiliser
needed nor warked

**] was working =t the teachens”

mumeeray which mene they 't
know what te do with me,” Bailey
sad.

tht dry, ™ Basley says. g
else is taken away from it.

“You're not worrying abotg
family or phones ringing of paying
bnlls. Your shole focus s on where
you are going to at, whene vou are

& Babsyspendsmns than three rmort s ayear on n'5m mhmr‘mﬂémm Res from New Zﬂaia':l

wy _—
working i en office, Thave always
been an ouldoors persor. But | was
rought up in the tirme when you left
schosl, got a job and then smck to
it. So I joined the public scrvce.™

DN nacions 1o the idian Himaiaya

mm-rml\"ﬂakrnm Mursary oume:

aotf Ba ley's passion for trekkdng has saker
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Baley grew up in the Blue
Mounguns, the senof train driver
and g teacher, in an éra whene good
pareanting meant letting your
chukinen soam free o creat: ther
owm mischiel.

As a bay, he would muck arcerd
i the bush, cutting a track 1o a
nearby swimming hole or nanin

i e

in an office job he hated. But he
cantimead to grow planss, ficst fir
friends and lzter expanding i toa
‘hackyurd operation open od the
weekends.

Then he et a foemer jillaroo
called Kate - ona walk, of cours: -
sndd after a few rwists and nums, they
maved i together. About the same
lmn: the kaws changed to force

s high school sports treiring,

for the
 pons were available
commercizlly.

The couple rewarded themsehves
m\hnmkin - Bailey’s first
m&ﬁ age of 3=

Ins\n[c I'dhnlm'cwuh the
tour guide and evennslly marmcd
hirn,

Thc syzars that followed were
derk ones for Bailey, living aloze
and paying off a divorce setdement

i pers, councils and
government agencies like the RTA
ar Water to revegetate their
areas with native planis.

Alwiryz a planncr, Bailey saw his
oppormnity and apened Jumberon
Inative Nursery.

These days, he cmploys 15
people, supplics Bunaings with all
ar.d“.g:qc.u

Better still, the business is st a
stauge where it allows him to walk
four weeks in New Zealand at
Cheistmas, two weeks in Australia
at Easter, 3 moail in Europe in fuly
and another manth i the lndisn
Himalayas in October.

At home, he hasa hrgcbt)cb:'n:
filled with mags of some af the
world's remotest areas and another,

guides.

“Mthfehas come
togrther in the last 10 vears and in
the last five years in particular,” he
said.

““lzm a planner and [ could see
this happening if | could get all dye
pkncsl.o]ir.cm.

My lif: ha.r.opumsandfaﬂu
first 200 years of my working life, 1
dida't hivz mamy eptions.”™

CicoiT Bailey is on his way.



