news

Jobs cmpaign
sows seed for
career in plants

By MICHELLE HOGTOR

WHEN L comes Lo ﬁ
planting seeds for s PLOT A
growth. Geoff ﬁ# PROJECT
Eailey isapro. |

Mr Bailey % “I EH START
Ipictured), who s 2“15,, i
director of award- o
winming Jamberon
Mative Nursery, as joined the Project
Kickstarl campaigo, elfcring a four-yeat
apprenticeship in horticullune. :

Project ickstart iz a joint initialive of the
Federal Governmeant and the [leeerg Mereiry,

a campaizn which secks to give the region's
young unemploved d start in 1ile by fAnding
apprenticeship posifions.

It coincides with greater incentives for
employers who take onapprentices before the
end of Februdary,

Underthe Federal Government’s Apprentice
Kickstart plan, the first-vear bonus paid Lo
emplorers will be more than tripled for those
taking onan apprentice over summey

S far, more than 100 intending apprentices
have sipned up for the programand will be
[eatured in a special edition of MyCareer in
next Wednesday's Mereuwry.

Applications 1o join the apprenticeship drive
closethis Briday.

Mr Bailey, who started his business 14 years
agowith aworkforee of thres, today employs 15
Full-Lime stallfand is looking to expand,

“Our aim is o employ one apprentice cach [
vear as part of pur ongoing commilment Lo the
local commiunity,” he said.

“While we're keen to consider anyonawith a
demonstrated interest in hortienlture, it wonld H
he great b see more women o the indostey.” {

The apprenticeship will include three yoars’
study at TAFE, undertaking a course 1
specifically designed in conjunction with .
Jamberoo MNalive Nursery, |

The husiness iz a production (wholesaler
nursery growing Ausiralian plants and has won
the Best Medinm Production Mursery in N 5W
award for the past four vears.

Mr Bailey prawed the campaign and
encouraged other emplovers Lo join the
initiative.

EDITORIAL
Leading the way: Fage 20




MERCURY

Apprentices

aplenty, ready
and waiting

CONGRATULATIONS to
Jamheran nursersman  Geoll
Bailew, who has wholehearledly
cmbraced Projeet Kickstart by
offering (o take on 4 horticulinre:
apprentice,

The project; a jond initiative of
the chera_l Government and the
Ilieeerrol Merewry, ainas to find S0
apprenticeships for young unem-
ployed in the region,

For too long: the IHlawarra's

youth unemployment rate has
been through the roof. well above
state and national eyel ageq

SJudging by the response Lo the
Campaign, there iz no shortage of
potential apprentices, with maore
than 100 already registering thedr
mterpst .

What is clear from reqding
thieir stories is that finding that
elusiee job s no easy task : i

Some have been unemployed
for months and even years de
spite nndertaking ‘TAFE courses
and work experience Wh.(—‘-T‘HUET‘
[..'IHHblbIL

STPhe common  Lheme am!:-ug
them is the Lack of apprentice-
ship positions in the Hlawarea,

Geofl Bailey 15 one emplaver
who i3 determined to change that
sitnation.

He reccrgmqu the value of {he
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